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S corruption purge could sweep away his party too

China
The purge of
corrupt

officials is also !

an attack on
the social
contract
between the
Communist
Party and the
country’s
urban elite.
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: just that. Some three decades after
Wi dccumuianon was

NEHTIE S mit-

corruption campaign iaddr;‘ggsome
; .of theexcesses. Getting rich is again

i becomingdangerous,

The campaign will not extend deep or far

i enough to really sweep away corruption in
i China, no matter how many Chinese

i Communist Party (CCP) membersare

i demoted or placed in already crowded

i Chinesejails.

Anti-corruption campaignsare nothing

i newin China, though Xi has taken them toa
i new level Targetsaresecretlychosenand  :
; investigated by the Central Discipline B
{ Inspection Cornmission, the country'smost
i powerful and feared Star Chamber. The 3
i commission is answerable to Xi personally,

and acts on behalf of the party rather

 than thestate. The clear message s that
i Xi runsthe party, and the party still rules
¢ overChina,

Since 2013, over 200,000 officials and

Pirty memiwTs have been Invesr] tid,
¢ with 99 per centlound gullty ol corruption. |
: broughtdown eachyearin the previous Hy
¢ Jintao era. Those caught in the present era

: includenot Justlowiy officials, but

i heavyweightsat the highestlevels such as

: Zhou Yongkang, a former member of the

i all-powerful Politburo Standing Committee
i then head of China’s fearsome security and

i lawenforcement institutions. Hundreds of

i othersenior officials, bureaucrats and

i executives from powerful state-owned

i enterprises have been targeted. As Xi

: promised,ithas beena case of not only

! “swatting flies”, but “killing tigers”.

In walking this line, Xi has earned respect

| andresentment n equal meastre. with the
: latterlikely to be the strongerand lasting

: sentiment. In Chinese politics, enemies have
i longer memories than friends, even if the

i president’s detractors are quiet for the

;| moment. Xi's supporters say he is only

! tryingtosave the party, which is the first

: andhighestduty ofthe secretary general of
i the CCP. Afterall, ordinary citizens and

i bloggers detested the corrupt activities of

! partymembersand officials under the

i previousadministration. As theargument
i goes, reduce corruption and you enhance

i Deng Xiaopinzstunned -MaoChinain
theea@@ﬁsaﬁg fﬁ?t“to getrich
i Is glorious”. Many Chinese citizens did

i the standing and legitimacy of the party.

Rie The country's
Jpolitical £conomy has been deliberately
deslgiied to ensure that peirty
i officials are the primarv beneficiaries of g
i economicgrowthando :
i ehis century onwards, iiie party’s strategyto !
; remain in poweris based largeiy on i
i becoming the primary dispenser of
i commercial and career opportunity in
i the country,

i countrywide riots in 1989, which almost
i unwound the authoritarian system. Thekey :
i toremainingin power is to prevent the

i emergenceofa genuinely independent

i middle and elite class that no longer views

i the partyas necessary or relevant to its own
} advancement-something that was

; happening in the 1980s. In any rapidly

! thatdecide the fate of authoritarfan

: regimes. Co-optand even create the elite

i classby making the authoritarian system

i workfor them, and the future of CCP rule is
i muchmoreassured.

! systematicananti-corruption campaign
{ undermines this whole political strategy.
¢ Businessand political success are widely
i viewed asinterchangeable. A large number

Butit's not thatsimple.
membersand :

rtunity. From

This wasaiesson learned from the

industrialising society, it is the urban elites

The problem is that too successful or

i since the point X
: offering one’sioyalty is to access
{ commercial benefits and opportunities that
i would not otherwise be available, It is no !

Wwongder that there isan estimated waiting
i listof100 million penple wanting to join.

|

The point of party
. membership is to access

i of those entering politics, or just joining the
: party,dosoon the expectation that they will
i benefitmaterially. This is the true social and
: political contract between the CCP and the
; country’selites. At the 2015 National's

Peonle's Co tMarch, 203

l%alators wereranked among the richest
112 IE!EBIIH Na with a combin net

¢ worth of $660 bil ion, an amountequivalent :
: tojustunder halfof Australia's GDP.

Putting aside the mega-rich, well over 98

i percentofthe senior management of state-
i owned companiesare card-carTying party

i membersin thecountry’s state-dominated
i economy. More than 50 per centofthe

 approximatelv85 million party members
i arebusiness elites. This is no coincidence,

party memeosesy 1p

President Xj Jinping’s anti-corruption Campaigns have been taken to a new level, earning respect and resentment. PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES
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In a model where political position or

i connection is more decisive than any other
: factorin determining material

) i advancement, corruption is part and parcel
: commercial benefits. - 1

: i economy where land, capital and even

i labour isstill controlled orsupervised by the
i party, and for political purposes, Killing

i tigersand swatting flies might presentasa

of how things work within a political

morally attractive headline, But the
relevanceand popuiarity of the CCP

i depends on producing opportunities for

¢ millions of these same tigers and flies to

i enrich themselves. Otherwise, why would

: elitesand wannabes care how China is ruled
i andbywhom?

In short, Xi cannot truly clean upthe

i systern without undermining the authority

: ofhisbeioved party. He can use the palpable
i fear hehasgenerated to restrict ostentatious
i displayofoutrageous wealth, restrict capital
; flightand conveniently eliminate political

: opponents or keep them cowed at the same

; time. Butin overseeing apossibly failing

: state-dominated economic model no longer
i capableofgenerating rapid economic

i growth, the presidentand his party have no

good or easy options remaining -

: Institutein Washington DC.
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