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NDIS ‘open to legal action’ on autism

EXCLUSIVE

HICK MORTON
SOCIAL AFFAIRS WRITER

i illion nati igatsili
insurance scheme will open itsell

oiyective test for autism tliagnoses
or recornmend best-practice early

FE to millions of dollars worth ol
Awsus if it to settle on a

infervention, an Tt savs.
Brishane oncoiogist James

Mortor — an authority on early
intervention — told The Weekend
Australianthere is a “very real risk”
the agency responsible for the
NDIS will leave itself open to liti-
gation if it can't settle the parame-
ters of early intervention.

“The academics and the fund-
ing providers need to sit down and
do a workshop and fix this,” he
said.

“There is a view in the agency
that all of these children are being
diagnosed and it will cost the

NDIS all its funding, and that is a
genuine fear, But if th

ongthe 460,000 peaple the

mated fhere would
BUL,000 places for early inter-
vention therapy lor children under
ffte nge of seven. | hese children
mlgﬁt not need support laterin life

ifthey get help sooner.
Centrelink data from last June

. But if they sort out
the baseline eligibility thev will get
a r gutcome.”

shows_there are about 73,000
n under the age of 15 with

eillier autism or ers -
drome Bbut the eari intervention
riion ol the ﬂdi; caters lor
yo! le_with_all “of

evelopmen ys and other

conditions.

Professor Morton, who estab-
lished one of the nation’s largest
providers of early intervention, the
AEIOU Foundation, said his own
centres relied on stringent eligi-
bility criteria.

“There is no blood test that you
can do for it (autism) but there are
clear diagnostic t

jorct] at ca

rise @nid document the condition,”
Professor Morton said.

“It costs about $800 to $1000 to
do these tests and we presented to
the Senate (joint standing com-
mittee) on the NDIS that it should
look &t adopting these, Medicare
should expand its existing diag-
nostic funding to cover this formal
objective testing.”

that can be

Clearing up doubt about
whether people are eligible for the
scheme is one legal protection,.
Professor Morton said, but a more
pressing issue is whether the
scheme bosses will downplay
evidence about treatments.

“If the testing js ads oL
are %ing to p_r&tect the NDIS
Jrom litigation, from parents or

le filing a suit for not gettin
what ink they desery

orse is
doesn’t inform the parents about

the level of intervention the child
needs in a bid to keep costs low.
That will be very interesting from a
point of law. There mav well be a

n for the costs of aubism
which the NDIS did not ad: B!
| e

he agency is considering a
report from a panel of autism ex-
perts which recommended gold-
standard interventions which cost

:about 330,000 more a year per

on than the agency predicted.
€ agency % he NDIS Act %o&s notexclude

people from civil litigation,

Australian Lawyers Alliance
director and NDIS committeerep-
resentative Tony Kerin said the
scheme needed to be built in a rig-
orous way.

“The E_g%le who run it should
be as accountable as anyone else,”

je told Weekend Ausiralian,
would agree that getting it right
now is important for the sake of
the scheme irrespective of poten-
tial litigation.”
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